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Compulsory Problem Question 
Total No of Marks for this section:  30 
 
Students are required to answer the one question in this section. 
 




Kate lives in Darwin and has been a patient of Dr Williams (a GP) for many years. 
She got married last year and told the doctor she was planning to become 
pregnant. The doctor told her to start taking a folate supplement. 
 
Earlier this year Kate was diagnosed with cancer. Dr Williams told her the best 
treatment available involves chemotherapy. She questioned the doctor thoroughly 
about the possible side-effects of the treatment. The doctor did not inform her of 
the 2% risk that the chemotherapy would make her infertile. Dr Williams referred 
Kate to XYZ hospital to receive the chemotherapy as an outpatient.  
 
Kate was to undergo three courses of low-dose chemotherapy. At the hospital a 
trainee doctor was in charge of the administration of the chemotherapy drugs, 
which were given intravenously. For the final course, the doctor accidentally 
administered a high level dose of the treatment.  
 
Kate soon became ill and started vomiting. The doctor got an antiemetic injection 
ready to stop the vomiting. Kate asked him what it was and told him she didn’t 
want anymore needles today. The doctor told her the injection was part of the 
chemotherapy treatment. He got a nurse to help him hold Kate down while he 
gave her the injection.  
 
Kate has only recently discovered she is infertile. She has been told this probably 
developed as a side effect of the chemotherapy treatment.  
 
Kate wants to sue a) Dr Williams b) the trainee doctor and c) XYZ hospital. 
Advise Kate. Her husband would also like advice on whether he may sue. 
Advise Kate’s husband. 
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Total No of Marks for this section:  40 
 
Students are required to answer TWO (2) of the following THREE (3) 
questions in this section  
 






Chloe Stockley MHA is a Northern Territory politician and member of the 
opposition. She recently gave a speech in Parliament in which she stated: 
 
“Drugs are the scourge of the Northern Territory and something needs to be done 
about this crisis in our communities. How can we possibly expect the government 
to do anything about it when our own Chief Minister, Michelle Hutchins, has 
admitted to being a cannabis user. She is a criminal, a hypocrite and a liar and we 
simply cannot trust this government to be effective on this issue when it’s leader is 
breaking the law like this. It’s a complete outrage.” 
 
The next day the Darwin Daily News reported: 
 
Chief Minister in Drug Crime Scandal  
 
A major scandal has erupted in the NT Parliament involving serious allegations 
against the embattled Chief Minister, Michelle Hutchins. During Parliamentary 
proceedings, Chloe Stockley made the allegation that Ms Hutchins was a drug 
user with connections to criminal gangs like the Devils Chickens Bikies gang, who 
are well known drug dealers in the Darwin area. Ms Hutchins was unable to be 
reached for comment yesterday.  
 
The article was published on the internet. A Google search of the name ‘Michelle 
Hutchins Chief Minister’ brings the article up at the top of the page. Michelle has 
asked Google to remove it but that was over a month ago and it is still there. 
 
Michelle Hutchins has come to you for advice. She says she has never used drugs 
in her life. She wants to sue Chloe Stockley, the Darwin Daily News and Google 
for defamation.  
 
Bob Chicken is a member of the Devils Chickens bikies gang. He says the gang 
has 12 members and all of them have changed their last names to Chicken. He is a 
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law abiding citizen and was offended by the Darwin Daily News article. He wants 
to sue the paper for defamation. 
 
Advise Michelle and Bob. 




Ella was a travel agent in Darwin. She was born completely deaf. She can lip read 
very well and she uses an assistance dog at work and at home so she can be 
notified of things like the telephone and the fire alarm. 
 
Last month she flew to Alice Springs for a tourism conference. All was good on 
the way there, but on the way back she had trouble with the flight. She boarded the 
plane with her dog without any trouble, however one of the other passengers got 
angry and loudly complained about the dog saying he was allergic to dog hair. The 
airline staff asked Ella to disembark and put her on the next flight which was the 
next day.  
 
When Ella arrived back at work she was told the travel agency was going to be 
restructured. Ella’s office was going to be changed from a face to face store front 
to a call centre. The office manager said she really hoped Ella would be able to 
continue to work for them, but she would have to be able to serve customers over 
the telephone. When Ella said she would need modifications to be made to the 
phone to be able to do that, the manager rolled her eyes and did not enquire any 
further about what Ella would need. Last week the agency wrote to Ella telling her 
she has been made redundant effective immediately.  
 
Ella is extremely upset and feels humiliated by these events and wants to know 
what legal action she can take.  
 
Advise Ella.  




Top End Meats (TEM) is an incorporated company that produces meat in an 
abattoir in Darwin.  They are well known in the Top End area for producing fine 
quality meat and employ more than 50 people. They have an exclusive contract to 
process cattle from the Birds Creek Cattle Station. Last year they returned a good 
profit to their shareholders.  
 
Bill James used to be the CEO of Top End Meats. After he left early this year he 
set up his own company called Top End Tasty Meat (TETM). He packaged his 
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products in the same way and used the same colour label as TEM. TEM advise 
their sales have dropped by about 20% since TETM entered the market.  
 
Due to the downturn, the TEM board decided they would have to lay off 20% of 
their workforce. The meatworkers union protested fiercely. They blocked the 
delivery of stock from Birds Creek and other areas into the abattoir. Production 
ceased completely for five weeks. The company negotiated with the union to lay 
off only 10% of its workforce. 
 
Production is now back up and running. Bill Hayes used to work at the abattoir but 
he lost his job in the cut backs. Last month he put a full page ad in the Darwin 
Daily News alleging TEM were using cruel animal practices and had failed health 
inspections. Both allegations were untrue.  
 
TEM’s sales have now dropped even further. They want to take any legal action 
possible to try to recover damages.  
 
Advise TEM. 
 
(Marks: 20) 
 
 
 
 
